Introduction
Although the intensive natural stocks of mangrove oysters throughout the tropics indicate the possibility of a high production potential, this has not yet been realized except in marginally tropical areas of Australia and Japan. Some studies of mangrove oyster culture have been carried out but they have been relatively few and of short duration. In temperate areas numerous laboratories with experienced staffs have been involved in oyster culture research for many years and these investigations are continuing. The biological problems of tropical oyster culture are probably more complex than those in cooler waters, so quick solutions are unlikely. Indeed the taxonomy of most tropical oysters is sti II unresolved.
There are relatively few basic methods of oyster culture and these are described in several of the general publications listed in the bibliography. It is a matter of adapting one or a combination of these methods to suit the particular mangrove environment. These conditions are by no means uniform either within or between geographical or political areas. The typical mangrove habitat of the oyster inhibits the growth or size potential of the species. A longer period underwater on a suitable platform will generally induce more rapid growth and a larger size for most species. This, however, introduces new problems of si Italian, predation, fouling organisms, and the effects of drastic salinity changes for which solutions must be found. Studies of these subjects with non-tropical oysters are included in the bibliography, and while not providing complete answers, may indicate lines of investigation and useful techniques.
In the development of an oyster industry, economic, administrative, and social problems may present difficulties as great as the biological ones.
Materials, equipment, labour, markets, and market value are some of the factors influencing the economics of growing oysters. The use of local materials for the culture technique employed should be investigated thoroughly. Questions on the degree of mechanization versus a labour intensive operation must be examined. If possible a cost benefit analysis would be useful, because administrative costs of sanitary control an"d a leasing authority may be considerable. Export markets are out of the question until a very high level of sanitary control is available.
Administrative problems involve sanitary control, leasing, and policing. Sanitary control requires bacteriological examination of the oyster growing waters, processing, and the marketed product. As soon as oysters are cultured, property ownership is involved in the form of the oysters themselves, the equipment, and the land on which they are grown. The land may be either owned outright or leased so a survey and recording organization is necessary. Oysters are readily subject to poaching so a system of surveillance may be required.
Social problems may result from the infringement of historic rights in the use of navigable and fishing waters, as competition arises between oyster culturists and those fishing from natural stocks. The imposition of sanitary and other controls may cause conflict and misunderstanding.
Some of the bib I iograph ic references contain information on administrative problems such as sanitary control and oyster bacteriology, but little on the sociological implications of an oyster industry.
There is more than a grain of truth in the saying that "there is no such thing as an instant oyster industry". However, the multiple benefits of a renewable resource that feeds itself are well worth some patience and persistence. 
